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A v 1 N G had your Se bo 4d 
Inſtruction, We have undertakes the ar- 


80 duous Tak of preparing a civil Conſti- 


tution for the People of the Millachuietts Bay; 5 
and we now ſubmit it co your * candid Conſi. 
deration. It is your Intereſt to revile it with 
the greateſt Care and Circumſpection, and it is 


your undoubt ed Right, eitker to propoſe ſuch | 


Alterations: and Amendments 28 you. ſhall 


Judge proper, or, to give it your own en : 


in its preſent Form, or, totally to reject (EY 


In framing a Couflitution, to be adapted 2s 


ip ne to the Cir cumſtances of Pofterity 
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. vet * Rk you will conceive it to be exceed · 
_ ingly difficult, if not impracticable, to ſucceed 
in every part of 1 it, to the full Satisfaction of all. 
Could the whole Body of the People have Con- 
ven'd for the fame Purpoſe, there might have 
been equal Reaſon 5 conclude, that 2 perfect 
- Vnanimity of Sentiments would have deen an m 
Odject not to be obtain d. In a Buſineſs 8 ſ | 
835 univerſally intereſting, we have endeavor'd to ; 
act as became the Repreſentatives of a wiſe, 
| underſtanding and free People; and, as we have 
Reaſon to believe you would yourſelves have 
done, we have open'd our Sentiments to each 
other with Candor, and made ſuch mutual 
Conceſſions as we could confiitently, and witk - 
out marring the only Plan, which in our 2 
moſt niature Judgment we can al N offex” 


— 


to v0. : | | "As 


Tun Intereſt of the: en is common to 
All its Members. The/great Enquiry is, where - 
in this Common Intereſt conſiſts. In determin- 

ing this Queſtion, an Advantage may ariſe from 

2 Variety of Sentiments offer'd to public Ex- 
zmination concerning it. But wiſe Men are | 
not apt to be obſtinately tenacious of their on 1 | 
Opinions: N will Aaye pay. 2 due Re. 5 
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PRs to thoſs of ther ts and Fa theic 
minds open to Conviction. We conceive; thav 


in the preſent Inſtance, by accommodating our- 


ſelves to each other, anè individually yielding 


particular and even favorite Opinions of ſmaller 
moment, to eſſential Principles, and Conſidera · 
tions of genegal Ulity, the public Opinion ot 
the Plan now before you may be conſolidated. 


But without ſuch mutual Condeſcention in 
unimportant Matters, we may almoſt venture 


to predict, that we ſhall not ſoon, if ever, be 


bleſs'd with ſuch a Conſtitution as thoſe are 
intitled to, who have ſtruggled hard for Free- 


dom and Independence. You. will permit us 


on this Occaſion, juſt to hint to you our own. 


Apprehenſion, that there may be amongſt us, 
ſome Perſons diſaffected to that great Cauſe for 
which we are contending, who may be ſecretly 
inſtructed by our common Enemy to divide and 
diſtract us; in hopes of preventing our Union 
in any Form of Government whatever, and hy 
this Means of depriving us of the moſt honorable 
Teſtimog , as well as the greateſt Security of 
our Freedom. and Independence. —lf there be 
_ ſuch Men, it is our Wiſdom to mark them, and 


bun ourlely, ves 3 theit Deg; 
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Or 7 


We may not | expe. to atree in 1 


3 Syſtem of Government: This is not the Lot „ | 
Mankind. The great End of Government, is, 
1 to promote the Supreme Good of human Socie- 
ty: Every ſocial Affection ſhould therefore be 


« Ns 


\ Intereſted in the Forming of a Government and 
in judging of one when it is Formed. . Would 
it not be prudent for Individuals to caſt out 
5 of the Seale, Imaller Conſiderations and fall 
in with an evident Majority, unleſs in Mat. 
ters in Which their Conſciences ſhall conſtrain 


them to determine otherwiſe ? Such a Sacrifice, 


made for the ſake of Union, would afford aſtrong 
Evidence of public Aſſection;; 
ſtrengthened by the ſocial Nele would pro- 
miſe à greater Stability to any Conſtitution, 
and, in its operation, a greater Degree of 1 

pineſs to the Society. It is bere to be reniem- 

bred, that on the Expiration of Fifteen ear 2 

new Convention may be held, in order that 
much Amendments may be made in the Plan 
Fou may now agree to, as Experience, that beſt 
Inſtructor, ſhall then tg e 0 en 
or pecking + N i 
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1 is ; probab! e, that for the want of Peres: it 
would ſpecdily loſe evèu the Appearanee of Go- 
vernment, and fink inte Anarchy, Unleſs a 


due Proportion of Weight is given to each of 
the Powers of Government, there will ſoon be 
An Overbearing of 
any one of its Parts on the reſt, would deſtroy 


a Confuliyn of the whole. 


the Balance and accclerate its Diſſolution and 


' Ruin : And, a Power without asy Reftraint is 
Tyranay. The Powers of Government muſt 
then be bilanced : To do this accurately e- 


quires the higheſt Skill in political Architecture. 


| Thoſe who are to be inveſted with the Admini- 
ſtration, ſnould have ſuch Powers given to them, 
as are requiſite to render them. uſeful in their 
reſpective Places; and ſuch Checks ſhould be ad- 


ed to every Branch of Power as . 
Prevent its becoming formi idable and i injorious to 
the Common wealt! h. It we have been ſo fortunate 


as to ſaccecd in this point of the greateſt Impor- 


tance, our Happineis will be compieat, in the Prof- 
pect of having laid a good Foundation fer many 
Generations. Tu are che Judges how far we bave 5 
"fucceeded ; and whether we have raiſed on:- 


Superſtructure, agreeably to gur preſeſ. d Le. 
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An, upon the Prineiples of a Free Common 


N. calth. 


In order to aſſiſt your Judgments, we have 


thought it neceflary, briefly to explain to you 


the Grounds and Reaſons upon which we have 
formed our Plan. In the third article of the 
Declaration of Rights. we have, with as much 
Preciſion as we were capable ot, provided for 
the free exerciſe of the Rights of Conſcience : We 


are very ſenſible that ae Conſtituents hold thoſe 


Rights infinitely more valuable than all others ; 


and we Hatter ourſelves, that while we have 


conſidered Morality and the public Worſhip of 
GOD, as important to the happineſs of Society, 
we have ſufficiently guarded the rights of Con- 
ſcience from every poſſible infringement. This 
Article underwent long debates, and took Time 


-in proportion to its importance ; and we feel 


ourſelves peculiarly happy in being able to in · 0 


form you, that though the debates were man - 
aged by perſons of various denominations, it 


was finally agreed upon with much more Unani- 


mity than ufvally takes place in diſquiſitions of | 


this Nature., Wewiſk you to confider the Sub- 


| jet with Candor, and Attention. Surely it A 


„would 


A. 
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would be an affrent to the People of Maffachus i 
chuſetts Bay to labour to convince them, that "2 
the Honor and HappineG of a People depend 
upon Moralicy ; and that the Public Worſhip ef 
GOD has a tendency to inculcate the Principles 
thereof, as well as to preſerve a People from 
forſaking Civilization, and AN into ane 


of e W e ON „ 1 er gn I ; 4 
"In the form now. preſented to you, there are / "5 


no more Departments of Government than are | | 
_ abſolutely neceſſary forthe free and full Exerciſſe 
of the Powers thereof. The Houſe of Repre- _ Ko 
ſentatives is intended as the Repreſentative of 8 *\ | 
the Perſons and the Senate, of the property of 2 
the Common Wealth. Theſe are to be annual © | 
choſen, and to ſit in ſeperate Bodies, each ch hav- | 
ing a Negative upon the Acts of other. This 
Power of a Negative in each muſt ever be. ne 
ceſſary; fer all Bodies of Men, aſſembled upon 
the fame occzſion and uaited by ene commen | |, 
- Intereſt of Rank, Honor, or Eſtate, are liable, 
like aa individual, to miſtake dias and preju- 
dice. Theſe two Houſes are veſted with the 
Powers of Legiſlation, and are to be choſen by - 
the Male Fanen h are 7 wenty og © e 8 
Years 5 
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Years of age, and have 2 Frechold of the ſmall 


annual Income of Three Pounds ur Sixty Pounds 


in any Eſtate. Your Delegates conſidered that 


Perſons who are Twenty one Years of age, and 
have no Property, are either thoſe who live 


upon a part of a Paternal eſtate, expecting the 


Fee thereof, who ara but juſt entering into duſi- 
nue, or thoſe whoſe Idleneſs of Life and pro- 


fligacy of manners will forever ber them from 


acquirieg and pofſeding Property. And we 
will ſubmit it to the former Claſs, whether ther 
would not think it ſafer tor them to have their 


right of Voting for a Repreſentative ſaſpended 


for ſmall ſpace of a ime, than forever hereafter 


to have their Privileges liable to the control of 


Men, who will pay Jeſs regard to the Rights of | 


5 Property becauſe they ye: en to looſe. - 


Taz Power of Revidag! and faating objedti. | 
ons to any Bill or Reſolve that ſhall be paſſed by 

the two Houſes, we were of opinion ought to 
be ledged in the hands of fome ene perſon ; not 


only to preſerve the Laws from being unſyſlemati- : 


cal and inaccurate, but that a due balance may be 
Pteferved in the three capital powers of Go- 


vernment, The Legitative, the Judicial and 
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Executive Powers ans exhiſt in every Co- 


| ernment : And the Hiſtory of the riſe and fall 
of the Empires of the World affords us ample , 


proof, that when the ſame Man or Body of Men 
ena, interpret and execute the Laws, property . 


becomes too precarious to be valuable, and a 
People are finally borne down with the force of 
eorruption reſulting from the Union of thoſe 
Powers. The Gover for is emphatically the 
Repreſentative of the whole People, being cho- 


ſen not by one Town or County; but by the 


People at large. We have therefore thought it 
ſafeſt to reſt this Power in his hands; and as the 

Safety of the Common wealth requires, that there 

- fhould be one Commander in Chief over the Mili 
tia, we have given the Governor that Command 
for the ſame reaſon, that we thought him the only 

| proper Pcrien that could be truſted with the pew- 

er of reviling the Bills and Reſelves of the General 

Aſſembly; but the Feople _ if 2 8 Oey choole 1 
their own qa th 


| You will WANs that we have: reſolved, that 
8 Bepcolentabion ought to be founded on the Princi- | 
ple of equality; but it cannot be underſtood thereby 


that cach Town i in ache Commonwealth ſhall have 
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- Weight and importance in 2 juſt proportien to its 
Numbers and property. Anu exact Repreſentation 
would be unpracticable even in a Syſtem of Govern- 
ment ariſing from the State of Nature, and much 
more ſo in a ſtate already divided into nearly three 


hundred Corporations. But we have agreed that 
each Town having One hundred and fifty Rateable 
Poles ſhall be entitled to ſend one Member, and to 


prevent an advantage ariſin 8 bo the greater Town 


by their numbers, have agreed that no Town ſhall 
fend two unleſs it hath three hundred and ſeventy 


five Rateable Poles, and then the ſtill larger Towns 


are to ſend one Member for every two hundred 


and twenty-five Rateable Polls over and above 
Three hundred and ſeventy- five. This methoa of 
calculation will give a more exact Repreſentation» 


when applied to all the Towns in the State than | 


any that 528 could fix upon. 


Wa e however Jigreſſed fr from this Rule in 15 | 


admiting the ſmall Towns now incorporated to 


ſend Members. There are but a few of __ 


which will not from their continual increaſe, be 
able to ſend one upon the above plan in a very 


little Time. And the few who will never proba- 


bly have that number have been heretofore in the 


_ exerciſe of this privilege, and will pow be very 


| puwilling to 8 he OS s To 


E a 
To: prevent the governor | FRED ating the 


Power which is neceſfa:y to be put into his hands 
we have provided chat he ſhall have a Conncil to 


adviſe him at all Times and upon all important Oe- 


eaſions, and he with the advice of his Council is 
te have the Appointment of Civil Officers. 
This was very readily agreed to by your, 
your Delegates, and will undoubtedly be agreeable 
to their Conſtituents ; for it thoſe Officers who 
are to interpret and execute the Laws are to be 
dependent upon the Election of the people it muſt 


forever keep them under the Controul of ambiti- 


ous, artful and intereſted men, who can obtain moſt 
Votes for them. lf they were to be Appointed by 
the Two Houſes or either of them, the perſons 


| appointing them would be too numerous to be ac- 
_ countable for putting weak or wicked Men in- 


to Office. Beſides the Houſe is deſigned as the 
Grand Inqueſt of the Common Wealth, and are to 
impeach Oſſicers for male Conduct, the Senate are 
to try the Merits ef ſuch impeachments; it would 


be therefore unſit that they ſhould have the Crea- 

tion of thoſe Officers which the one may impeach 
_ andthe other remove: but we conceive there ie the 5 
greateſt propriety in Veſting the Governor with 
this Power, he being as we have befare_ obſerved, 


"hte 
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the compleat repreſentative of all the Fats nd at 


all Times liable to be impeached by the Houſe be 


fore the Senate for male Adminiſtration, And 
ve would here obſer ve that all the Pewers which 

we have given the Governor are neceſſary to be 
lodged i in the hands of one Man, as the General of 


the Army and firſt Magiſtrate; and none can be en- 


titled te it but he who has the Annual and ee 


Suffrages of che whole Common Wealth. 


You will readily conceive it to be ZI the | 
your own Safety, that your Judges ſheuld hold. 
their Offices during good behaviour ; for Men who | 
hold their places upen ſo precarious a Tenure ns + - 
annual or other frequent Appointments will never 
fo affiduouſly apply themſelves to ſtudy as will be 


neceſſary to the filling their places with dig- 


nity. Judges ſhould at all Times feel themſelyes 
independent and free. 


Your Delegates have further provided that the 
Supreme Judicial Department, by fixed and ample 
Salaries, may be enabled to devote themſelves whol- _ 
ly to the Duties of their important Office.” And 


for this reaſon, as wellas to Jeep this Department 


{:22rate fro n the others in Government bave ex · 
cluded them from a Seat in the Legiſlature ; and 
when our 0 oulütuent. conſider mg the fal De- 
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einn of their Lives and Proventi wh be had in 1 
this Court, we conceive they will univerſally p- 25 2 
prove the meaſure. The Judges ot Probate and | 
thoſe other officers whole preſence 1 is always necel- 
| ary in their reſpectivs Conatics are allo excluded. CRE A 


We have atterided to the inconven ? ences ſug. 
F geited to have ariſen from haviog but one Judge ot 

A r obate i in each County; but the erecting ancl 21-— 
tering Courts of Juſtice being a mere , matter g 
Legiflation, we have left it wich your ſuture Le. Is as 
Zillature to make ſüch Altgratioas as the Circum- N 
ſtanccs of the ſeveral Counties may require. 85 
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You 2Delegates did not conceive themlelves to be — 


veſted with Power to ſet up one Denomination. of 8 Hy 1 
Chriſtians above another; for Religion muſt at a 9 15 7 j | 
Times be a matten betrwetn GOD and individuals: 1 ; 5 | 


But we have, nevertheleꝶ found aurſelves obliged by 

a Solemn Teſt, to provide for the excuſton of thete _ 

from Offices who will not diſclaim theſe Principles 

of Spiritual Juriſdiction which RomanCatl.olicks in 

| ſome Cruntries have held, and which are ſubvei five | 
of 2 free Government etablithed bY thePcopſe, We 5 
find it neceſſ. Jary to continue the former Laws, and "ON, 

Mugs of Proggeding in, Court 5.0f lache unt Jl 5 u. che : 
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rub Legiſlature ſhall alter them: For, unleis tkis is 
done, the title to Eſtates will become p! νι us, 
* Law-ſuits will- be multip ed. and univerfal Con- | 
fuſion muſt take place. | And: leaſt the Common” x 
wealth for want of a due Admintſtration of Cid il. 
Juſtice ſhould be involved in Anarchi Js WC have 
| propoſed to continue the, prelent Magiſtrates arg 

Olicers until new Appoiatuacu's bail take PRE, Te: 


e 


Tuus we raw plainef and eke given © 
| you the Reaſons upon which we founded the prin- 
cipal parts of the Sytem laid before you, which 
appeared to us as moſt necelſiry to be explained: 
And we do moſt humbly beſcech the Great Dif- 
poſer of all Events, that we and our Poſterity may 
be eſtabliſhed in · and long enjoy the Bleſſiags of a 7 
well. ordered and free Saanen e ; 
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